Less-invasive thoracic aortic aneurysm repair.
To minimize surgical trauma, we performed graft replacement of a descending aortic aneurysm through a minithoracotomy (12 cm) with the use of thoracoscopy and special vascular clamps. Contrast magnetic resonance angiography can be useful for preventing postoperative paraplegia by revealing the Adamkiewicz artery. The patient was satisfied with the postoperative comfort and good cosmetic result. Further refinement of the technique and instrumentation would make this technique a valuable adjunct to conventional thoracic aortic surgery.